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1⁰ Water Srriek and X „ | 


818, 
5 hall make ; 10 4 ppelogy, * Pulling a $, erzon, you! 
were pleas d to judge favourable of. My. Deſign in 
it, is to recommend the practice of Religion, 1 13 4 Prin- 
ciple, which irreſiſtably Perſwades Hoſe, 3 by Believe, 
gnd Conſider it with Aitention. 1 
Tun will obſerve, I have talen ſeveral Hints, from 1 ban 
has paſs'd between ur, in private Converſation, wherein ] 
have with great ſatisfaction, heard Ton expoſe the OY. 
of Atheiſm; and Aſſertes the Fundameptal Truths of 
Religion, upon Reaſons, that were Juſt and Solid. 
ITwould be your Glory, Sr. always to employ thaſe 
admirable. Talents, 0 wes giver 2% to the = 
excellent Ends. n | 


l The Starting of” nice and intricate Objecli ons anne 
Religion, t ho only out of Curioſi ity, or for Argument Jake, is 


of dangerous conſequence'ta it; Eſpecially, in Men of Parts, 


and of a Lively Imagination : 1 be Beautiful, and ſurprix- 
ing Turns. of their thoughts dale, and confound! weak, 
ail and gain their Aſſent, before they know what it is 
they Aſſent to. All Men are not capable of Reaſonin 
firivily, or*carrying a long Train of FP roof s : ; but 4 Brice 


Stricture of Fancy, a Witty Alluſi ion, a ſmart Re flection : | 
hoy: 4 Manet ROWer of in poſing ng al noft fon 8 1 
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$74 and ill Manpers, the prixcipal 1 eſt of their Piety, bude 
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Boh: Þ 7 requires u great ftrength of mind. fo „N ; 


5 3 af what pleaſes wa ery 4 Anneb.- 


I obſerve this, Sr. to ſhow you the , Eee. 
ments yon are under, on all Occaſions to Eſpouſe the cane, 


a * JO intereſts of Religion; : Ton, who are ſo happy in 


Fe Vivacity cf your thoughts, the facility of Expreſſin ing 
them, and an engageing Air of Addreſs.” © 
Theſe are Advantages, which would more e freblnally 


recommend Religion to the World, than curſory Diſcourſes 


from the P ulpit; 5 which are hokd upon, as mere Amuſe- 
ments, that our Office obliges us to, and are frequently 
Read, with 10 ober Def, eff 20, Ind to n how the 


Preacher comes off. 
A to that, 1 ſhall not nuch concern r y ſelf; if FO I | 


here preſent you with, have but the deſir 1 effect, and tend 
in any Meaſure to promote à ſenſe of Religion, and per- 
fwate 1 us tothe praciice of it. For there is, Sr. there cer- 
Fainly i is, ſuch a Future State, as I have etteliavour dio 
evince the Belief of; And if there be, the C onſequenee 7s 
clear, and Undeniable , that this is the « one re thing ne ne- 


eſſary, for us to concern our ſelves about. 


Not that I think Religion inconſiſtent” with the rea- 


O42 ſorable en / mers, and pleaſures of Life; the Phana- 


Ticks indeed of aur Saviours time the Phariſes, affected 
4 o Diſtin: 7 themſelves by a Singularity of Behaviour, 
7 and 2 ſullen reſerwedneſy' of Temper 3 ; and we want not 
or. of Modern Zelots, who, by making ill Nature, 


occaſion 4 Y 


eee 4 too e tho very n u 
if it tended. to deprave, - 411d iiubit- 
ter the Spirits of Mer, and render W un fit for free. 


ag ainſt Religion, as: 


and generons Converſation. 


But our Lord has left us another 15 am ola; 3 1 b Tem- 
per was Eaſy and Cheerfull, 4 Fable and Obliging: He: 
thought it not below the 5 'y of his P erſon and. "7 Bal 


raGter,when-opportunitys offerd, to converſe with the great- 
eſt of Sinners; and the firſt Miracle he wrought, mas 
E a publick occaſion of Feſtivity aud Mirth. 0 

Me maybe good Chriſtians without being Cinicks, ſo we. 
* but take care to keep within the bounds of Decency, and 
Sobriety, and remember, that there are proper ſeaſons alſo 
for recolleSion and retirement, for calling our own ways ta 


remeinbrance, and judging our ſelves here, that when God. 


comes to Judgement. we may find Mercy. 

For that He will come, I hope I have ſufficiently was. 
. a. from the Principles of natural Reaſon; and it had 
been eaſy for me, to have multiply d Citations; from the beſt 
e ee e: Cicero's,who wa e ) happy in 
tbe juſtneſs of his thought, and. the be aut * of his Language. 
Your two celebrated Poets, and the Greateſt Wits ia the 
World, in their different Characters, Virgil, and Ovid, ar- 
intireh in the Sentiment of the Reman Orator, as to your 
friend Horace,whom you ſo juſtly admire for the inimitable 
delicacy of bis Expreſſion, I bad rather be ſilent; fome in- 


terpreters from rhat paſſage, 


Non omnis moriarg inultaq; pars met 
vitabit Libitinam Erb, 3, E013 


43 WVeuld © 


i. 


) 

Weld OI that ”" beliew/d the Soul immortal; 
bur others with Greater Ingenuity ſuppoſe, that he deſigns. 
nothing more by theſe words; than a complement to bimſelf 
on the Immortality of his Poems: Iis better to ſay no- 
thing, than to go about t6 ſupport truth by weak reaſonr,or 

upon falſe and ſuſ Plcious evidence, which there. -1 0 
occaſion f, or. 

But, iy IT had another PE Ts Motive to the pulli 
cat ion of this Sermon; A ſenſe of Gratitude, for the late 
ery great and ſignal obligation, you wero pleas d to confer 
on me; without my Solliciting it, without ſo much as 
my Knowledge, and while | was under Misfortunes. 
Generoſity is the Caracter of your F amily: But theſe are 
ſuch uncommon, and extraordinary circumſtancet, of a 
Generous , that I do not know, whether I ought to 
be more thank full for the honour you did me, or your 
manner of daing it. And yet Sr. after fuch 4 Noble inſtance 
of your Kindneſs and Condeſcention,'twas 4 little hard, I 
could not obtain to pay you my publick achnomledę ments 
for it. But I muſt beg your excuſe, for exceeding my Com- 
miſſion, nat only upon this, but upon all other er 1 


ig we, 7 profeſſ "g mel, 


irn . SIR. 
| ER hs 


Jour moſt Faithfull 
and humble Servant. 
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£1.” 198 Acts, XXIV. 25. 
And as be reaſoned of Righteonſmeſs, Temperance; 
and Judgment to come, Felix trembled. 


Hk Law of Religion is the Law of Order, 
and Convenience; and tho it chiefly defign, 

our future Happineſs in another Life, is ad- 
mirably Accomodated to our preſent State, and Con- 
dition in this; So that ſetting aſide the Conſideration 
of a Judgement to come, and the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments conſequent upon it, tis every Man's concern, 
that truly conſults his intereſt, his Reputation, or 
Pleaſure, to Prafice the Dutys of Righteouſneſs, and 
Temperance, and to Live within the. Bounds of 
moral Vertue and. :Honelſty;.. -.._....1.., 14 5. 
There are indeed particular caſes, wherein our 
Duty may interfere with our intereſt; it ſometimes 
happens, that a Man for the preſent, finds his Ac- 
count more in a Knaviſh, than an Honeſt Practice 
But wiſe Men do not take their Meaſures, or form 
general Rules from particular Accidents, but from 
the moſt probable and common event of things; and 
and generally ſpeaking, I do not doubt, but the 


7 Advantages even of temporal Proſperity, and Succeſs 


Conſcience, ; Zi 
With reſpet to our Reputation; à Sober and 
Religious, is certainly the moſt prudent Condudt : 

8 | PR Hypocriſy 


will be found on the ſide of Honeſty, and a good 


The Proofe and Influence, 


b Hypocriſy it ſelf docs Religion this Service, that it 
| ſhows Vice is not very Reputable even in the Opi- 
nion of thoſe, who give themſelves up to it; tis 
an uneaſy thing to be all ways Acting a part; and 
no Man would put himſelf to the continual Trouble 
of Diſſembling thoſe Vices; which do not Affett 
him in point of intereſt, were it not for the ſcandal 
of them: There is an innate Turpitude in all ſinfull 
Actions, which no Sinner can wholly Stifle the 
Senſe of, that has any Regard to the .Dignity of 
human Nature; but Vertue ſhines with a Genuin 
Luſture and Beauty, which thofe very Libertines, 
whoſe Hearts are not Captivated with it, cannot but 
Eſteem and Admire; ſo that there are few Perſons ſo 
Vicious, but they enterain a ſecret Veneration tor 
good Morals, (which is only another Expreſſion 
for good Manners” and for thoſe that Prattife them. 
Hence it is, that vice can Effect nothing, but when 
it Aſſumes the Name, dreſſes itsſelf up in the ha- 
bit of Vertue; moſt Men are ſo ſenſible of this, 
that they endeavour to keep their Sins as private 
as they can ; accordingly the Scriptures Repreſent 
the wickedneſs of Men, by the works of Darkneſs; 
"7 WEE | and fuppoſe it the higheſt Aggravation of the Folly 
nel Strpidity of Sinners ʒ 5 Hen | they make 4 mock. at 


Phil. 3.1 
J!!! SBper = 0907 ol! 

Religion contributes no leſs- Viſible to all the 
reaſonable Pleaſures, and Delights of human, Life; 
not only from the influence it has upon the Eaſe, 
and peace, and freedom of our Minds; but as it na- 
turally tends to preſerve the Body in a firm State 
of Health, and to keep up the Vigour, and Gaiety 
of the Spirits; in both which Reſpects, it evident- 
ly gives a higher and more gratefnlt Reliſh to aj 
7 5 : V 


1 * ate 1 
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1 * — 
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of a Future Fudgment. 5 
our Enjoyments. Upon which Account, the great 
Apoſtle of Atheiſzz and Impiety, Epicurus himſelf, 
was forc'd to Confeſs, that the true, ſolid, and ſub- 
ſtantial Pleaſures, of human Life, conſiſted in the 
Exerciſe of moral Vertue, and Honeſty; this was 
the Principle of one, who deny'd ,the Providence 
of God, and a future Account to be given of the 
actions of Men; of one, who had no views beyond 
this World, and who Employ'd all his Wit and 
Philoſophy in the Theory of Pleaſure, and in find- 
ing out what contributed moſt to a Life of Luxury, 
and ſenſual Gratifications. | n 
And indeed his Sentiments concerning moral Ver- Ciceros: 2 
tue, are founded in the immutable Order, and Nature of =o 5 | 
things; for Reaſon, being the Law of human Nature, prcſents it 
whenever we follow the Dictates of it, we are in our as a Ma- 
Natural and Proper State, doing that which we were * 
made, and defign'd to do: Now all natural Actions jucunde 
are eaſy, ſweet and pleaſant; and cannot indeed be WW nm 
 otherways, without Reproaching at once, the Wiſ- Sobrie, 
dom, and Goodneſs. of the Author of Nature. Lis juſteq; 
a great Miſtake therefore to think, that Religion is 
inconſiſtant with any of the moderate and reaſon- 
able Enjoyments, of human Life; and if Men will 
contend for ſuch Diſorders, as are unreaſonble, they 
mult Argue by themſelves, for there is no Reaſoning 
with them. 
But tho almoſt all Sinners, are convine'd of the 
_ reaſonableneſs of Religion, and the general Tendency 
it has, to Promote all the intereſts, and Deſigns, of 
this Life; yet few Perſons, thro' a ſtrange infatua- 
tion of their Minds, or by reaſon of the Corruption 
of their Hearts, are Prevail'd upon, by theſe Motzves, 
to embrace a religions Life. They are the Terrors of oi 
67 


— — 
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The Proofs and Influence, 


Lord, which aftei almoſt, Effectually perſwade Men 
and whereby perhaps the Beſt of Men, in cafes of 
great and violent Temptations, find themletves mot 
irreſiſtably Penetrated : But there is no Conſideration, 
apt to ſtrike a greater Awe, and Terror into the 
minds ot Men, than tliat of a frdgaert to come; If 
any thing be forcible enough to ſtop the Carreer of 

our crimminal Paſſions, and Inclinations, to Reſtrain 
us, from an Unrighteous, and Intemperate courſe of 
Life, from Walking after the ways of our Heart, and 
the fight of our Ejes, it muſt be a firm Perſwalion, 
that for all theſe things, God will bring ust Fndement; 
And therefore, tho no queſtion, Felix was ſonſi- 
bly affected, with the Apoſtles diſcourſe of Rights 
eouſneſs, and Temperance, and fully eonvine'd of the 
7... folly, and ſcandal, of the contrary Vices, lie was G 
acitus . | 3 : ee NT e 

Annal : notoriouſly Guilty of; having Marry'd Druſilla ano- 

Eib: 12. ther Man's Wife, and committing much cruelty and 

injuſtice, in the Adminiſtration of his Government; 

yet that which is generally ſuppos d to have made 
ſo Viſible, and Powerfull an impreſſion upon him, 
was, the Apoftle's backing his other Arguments, and 

Motives to Religion, with the Conſideration of 2 

Judgment to come.” a 20) eee Mo 


And as he reaſon d, &c. 


7 1 5 }*\ 
> 7 2 $% 3 Fg 


4 
; 1 1 


So that my deſign from theſe Words is, Fitſt to 
Evines the truth of this Fundamental Principle, that 


there is 2 Fhdgment to com. 


And 21). To ſhow, that the main influence, Reli- 
| gion has upon the minds of Men, proceeds from the 
" Belief of it. ee 5 

"a And 


of a Future Fudyment. 7 


20nd: 18. I ſhall endeavour to Evince, the truth 


of this F ee ene ran, the Three follow- 
ing Particulars. ' 


15. From a Conſideration of thoſe natural Notions 
and) Expectations of it, rant the barns: of 
Mankind are Polls d. l 


lie 8 a Conſideration of the Wiſdom, and 
In of Cod. l 


And 30 of bis Juſtice. 5 „ est cu4 


1. From 2 Confidedation, of thoſe att Notions 
and Expectations of it, wherewith the OED of 
Mankind are poſſeſs d. 

If we do but Reflect upon what wy" within us, 
we Experience a certain Conſciouſneſs, which bears 
Witneſs to all our Actions, whether good or evil, 
and: Acquits or Condemns us accordingly : Every 
Man whoſe heart is nor altogether Corrupt, or whom 
the Spirit of God has not given over, is ſenſible 
Of this. | 
Upon the Diſcharge of our Duty, and a good 
Conſcience, our 1 houghts are Naturally calf and 
filld with joyfull Eulogys and Reports, but upon 
the Commiſſion of any notorious Sin, our guilty 
Minds are ever, and anon Haunted and Purſu'd, 
with the Terrors of an unſeen Vengeance ; diſmal 
Apprehenſj ons, and Diſtractions of thought break i in 
upon us, and the fears of Hell, and a Judgment to 
come, are very troubleſome, and diſquietins | to us. 
And thele fears are incident to the moſt power- 
fall, and Proſperous, and ſecret Sinners; thoſe who 
| BY are 


The Proofs and Inflence, 


are in a Condition to give Laws to others, or to 
Bribe off, and eſcape all Wittneſſes from without, 
yet cannot avoid the inward Challenges and Rebukes 
of their own Minds. | 
They may perhaps, in the hurry, and purſuit of 
Buſineſs, or while they are taken up with ſome 
vain, and impertinent Amuſements, Divert their 
thoughts from theſe troubleſome Reflections; but 
whenever they are Cool, and at leſure to Recollect 
themſelves, ( and there is no Sinner, but has now 
and then his ſober Intervalls) theſe ghaſtly Fiends 
will return upon them, and follow them into all 
their Solitudes, and Retirements. 15 | 
But now, if there be no Life after. this, or no 
future Account to be given of our Actions, why 
do we Trouble, and Diſquiet our ſelves, with theſe 
Fears and Apprehenſions, ariſing from the ſenſe of 
a future Judgment? Whence do they Proceed, or 
what can be the Reaſon of them? can we imagin, 
God has implanted theſe natural Apprehenſions in us, 
merely with a deſign to Delude, and Impoſe upon 
us; is it conſiſtant with the Perfections of his Na- 
ture, that he ſhould ſo Univerſally miflead Mankind, 
overrule them into a Belief, of what there is no 
ſolid Reaſon, or Foundation for? — _. 
In Anſwer to this, the Libertine ſays, that theſe * 
Fears we ſpeak of, are not Natural, but the Effect 
of Prejudice and Education; tis early inſtill'd into 
- our Minds, that there is a Terrible and Almighty 
Judge, who Sits at the Helm of Affairs, with a 
Rod of Vengeance in his Hand, and who will not 
ſuffer the Sinner, to eſcape with Impunity. Tis 
thro this Prepoſſeſſion, that we are miſled into the 
belief of a future State; the Nurſe tells the Child 
ſtrange 


— — —— —— — — — 
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of A futur E Judgment. | 

- ſtrange Storys of Spectres and Apparitions, and the 
Prieſt atterwards of Hell, and the Devil; and ſo tis 
not God Almighty, but the Nurſe, the Prieſt, and the 
Child, that impoſe upon the Man. | 

But to this I Anſwer, if theſe Apprehenſions, 


which Ariſe in our minds concerning a future Judg- 


ment, be all a jeſt, and owing to the Prejudice of 
Education, why cannot Men free themſelves from 
this Prejudice, by the uſe, and Exerciſe of their 
Reaſon, eſpecially thoſe Men, whopretend to diſcover 
the Cheat, and Unreaſonableneſs of it. 11 pa 
In other caſes, Men frequently Efface the impreſſi- 
ons of Education, and Correct thoſe Errors they 
have been Train'd up in, from their Infancy, and 


 Confirm'd in by all the ſubtil Arts, and methods, of 


Prieſicraft. But how many have we heard of, who 
have been able wholly to Diſcard the Beliet of a 
future judgment; tho there have been Perſons, who! 
have taken upon them, to diſabuſe the World, in fa. 


important an Affair, yet were they never able to 
gain any Number of Proſclites, or to Reaſon o- 


thers, (I may add themſelves) out of a Perſwaſion, 
eſtabliſhed by the general Senſe of Mankind: Nay 
ſome of them, (and we want not Modern inſtances 
of this kind,) who have ſet up for the greateſt 
Patrons of Atheiſm, being Startled by ſome Ex- 
traordinary Providence, or Danger, have given up 
the Cauſe of it, and felt thoſe inward Convictions, 
which they could not Stitle or Diſſemble. Cali- 
gula tho he Laught at the Cods, yet when they 
Thundred, Expreſsd an unmanly Fear, and was 
glad to ſneak any where out of the way; and 
perhaps a Fluſh of Lightning, or 2 good Clap of 
Thunder is ſtill ſuificent, to awaken the greateſt 
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T he Proofs and Influence. 


Libertines, into a, ſenſe, of hat be pretends to 


believe nothing of. 


If there have been ſome pace g inſtances of 
Men, who have Dy'd Hard and Jupenitent, this 
is no Objection, againſt what we Aſſert concerning 
the Natural Notions, and Apprehenſions of Men, 
concerning a future State; in other Caſes we do 


not Judge of the Nature of things, from uncom- 
mon and particular Defects: Becauſe ſome Men are 


born Blind, twould be Ridiculous to conclude, that 
Men have not Naturally the Benefit, and Uſe of 


their Eyes; as Irrattonal would it be to conclude, 


in the preſent Argument, againſt the General, and 
Natural Senſe of Mankind, "becauſe ſome: Men are 
ſo Infatuated by their Prejudices, or their Paſſions, 
that they do not ſee things, in a true Light, Or 
becauſe after their numerous and repeated Provo- 
cations, God has at laſt, given them up, to Judicial: 
blindneſs of Mind, and hardneſs of Heart. 
Is it not much more Reaſonable to believe, that 


a Future judgment, being agreed upon, by the Beſt, 


and Wiſeſt, and Greateſt part of Mankind in all Ages, 
is one Fundamental Article of Religion; and that 
therefore, the inward Teſtimony of our .own Minds: 
concerning it, is rhe Voice and Language of Na- 
ture, underſtood by all Mankind, the Weak and the 
Wile; the IIlitcrate and the Learn d, nen en 
Alſenting to the Evidence of it. 

But 27 As wicked Men are poſſeſsd with: theſe 
Fears, and Anticipations of a Future State: of Pumfh- 
ment, ſo God Almighty has implanted in the minds 


of good Men, Natural Hopes, and Expectations! Of 


4 Future Happineſs, and Reward. And this Con- 
deration has had ſo. great an lufluence on the 
minds 


minds of Men; that they have made it their Choice, 
rather to Suffer the greateſt of Miſerys, and Cala - 
mitys of this Life, which human Nature is capa- 
ble of Suffering, than to be Guilty of a mean, and 
diſhorioutablei Adionn . 7 

1 cannot think, all thoſe noble, Heroick inſtances, 
of the Roman Bravery, in particular, Proceeded 
merely, from a Principle of Knight Errantry, and 
vain Glory: That Men ſhould voluntarily Sacrifice 
their Deareſt intereſt, their Lives and Children, 
and freely undergo the moſt exquiſite Tormerits, 
the Wit or Malice of their Enemys could invent ; 
Theſe I ſay, were Aftions which muſt have 
had ſome higher motive, than merely to be talk'd 
of: There is no probability, that Men who believe 
their Souls mortal, ſhould Devote themſelves ro 
voluntary Sufferings, and Death, merely to Immor- 
talize their Names. Accordingly Cicero who jun- Pro Archi 
derſtood Human Nature, and the Springs of Human 1 
Action fo well, makes the Thirſt of Glory, and 1. Tuſc : 
the | deſire of Perpetuating our Memory, by ſuch Nemo wn 
"memorable Deeds, a ſecret Intimation, and proof of magna ſpe 
the Souls itnmortality. | unn 


. unmorta- 


T was upon this Proſpect, Socrates ſupported him- ate ge, 


felf ſo well under his Sufferings, .and! Relign'd up —— 
his Breath, in that ſaying; / there be 4 Life after Md tem. 
this, I have a Title to Happineſs, but if none, I can- quum op: 
not be Miſerable : Which he ſaid, not ſo much out fimuquys- 
of a Diſtruſt of the thing, as ſuppoſing it were poſtericari 
really a Queſtion, yet the belief of it, is Infinitly ferviatete 
the ſurer, and the ſafer fide, on which every wite aiduid 


es l - veriimile 
Man ought to Determin himſelf. +07, od eltaus is 
Which very well agrees with thoſe Words of Poſt mor. 


a N 0 a : temſenſiun 
Cicero, if, ſays he, I err in Believeing the Souls vt habit u. 


Iimmor- kus. 


q; maxim 
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immortality, I err willingly, neither while F Live, 
will 1 ſuffer this happy Deluſion, if it be one, to be 
Wreſted from me, but if when 1 Dye, I ſhall be 
void of all ſenſe; as ſome vulgar Philoſophers think, 
my error alſo will Dye with me, and 1 y not be 
Ridiculd by the Dead. 31 

Both theſe great Men ſuppoſe: 18 11 as pro- 
bable, what was their firm and ſettled ſeaſons 
but even upon this Suppoſition, tis the higheſt mad- 
neſs in any Man, to diſelaim his Fitle to Happineſs, 
and adventure to be Damn'd, upon a bare may be, 
that there 1 18 no future State of Rewards, or Punith- 
ments. 

For if a good Man Dye, this worſt that can befall 
him, is, his Conſcience: will Dye with him) and 
there is an end put to à Eife, which has little to 
Recommend it, but the Hopes and Expectations of 
another ; but on the other Hand, if there be, (as 
moſt certainly there is) fuch a future State, what 
Confution will the Unbeliever find himſelf in, when 
it is too late to Retrieve his Error, when there i is 
no after Game to be play'd, no further Overtures 
of Mercy, or Conditions of Pardon, but Judgment 
is ready to be paſs d, and he has nocling to Plead 


I in Bar againſt it. 70 a 1 115 0 E 2199 


It ald be own d nnd ing the main Evidence 


we bave of a future Judgment and State, (for 1 


all a long indifferently uſe two Terms, which have 


fo neceflary a Connection and Dependance upon one 


another, even in the Opmion of thoſe, who have 
- .endeavour'd to Undermine the F oundations of them 


both, ) the main evidence of them I tay,” is from 


the Scriptures; which therefore telt us, that Chr ii 
een Life, a Ln tality to Light, through the 


Go ſpel. 


ww ——__ * 


| Goſpel. 2 Tim: 1. 10. From whence we muſt at leſt 
conclude, that the Goſpel has given us a more full, 
and expreſs Aſſurance of a Future State, than was 

_ ever before made known ſo certainly, to the World, 


Let it cannot be ; Deny d that the Generality of 3 uh 


Mankind, were all along under very lively Notions, Fen &Hell 


and Apprehenſions concerning it: The whole Pagan _—_— 

Theology, is an inconteſtable Proof of this, and ſet- immorta. 

tin aſide, ſome few Epicureans among the Greeks, liry of the 
Pliny the Elder, and two Or three looſe vicious Soul. 
Poets among the Romans, the Hiſtory of the Souls Cicero: 
immortality, might be Deduc'd in a continued Cur- m . 
rent, from the Beſt and: moſt Celebrated writers of tio ac dif- 
the Ancients. Nay, two of the greateſt Men among puratio 


L ; impulitut 
the Romans, make this Uni verſal conſent of Man- ;-;&4.. 


kind, eſpecially of the Beſt, and wiſeſt of Men, in rem fea 
the belief of a Future State, a Convincing Argu- nn 
ment for it. | 1 


3 N „„ 
From all which, I ſhall draw this Concluſion, Tm th: 

that had we no expreſs Revelation, of a; Future nun n * 
State of Rewards, and Puniſhments, it ſeems very Autbori- 
reaſonable to believe it, from a Conſideration of e 

thoſe natural Notions, and Expectations of it, where- : 

with the Generality of Mankind are poſſeſs d. une 
215. From a Conſideration of the Divine Wiſdom animarum 
and Goodneſs, God has created Man, with a de- law Ls 
: | | e Lo- 

ſign to make him Happy, a deſign worth the Idea quimur, 
we have of Him, and the Perfections of his Nature: non Lone 
. 'Twere perhaps better with the Atheiſt to ſay, that bes cer. 

Man is the Produck of blind, and ſenſleſs Chance, ſentus 

than with ſome Chriſtians, that God without Re- * 

ſpect to the Sins or Demerits of Men, and even perſuati- 


Antecedently to his Decree of Creating them, Deſ- one Fub- 
— | i 8 ; uid licà: EP > 


A. «a. 
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tin' d the far greateſt part of them, to eternal Flames 


and Miſery, this is to Repreſent the Deity, not un- 
der the Notion of a kind and loving Father, but 


of a ſtern and ghaſtly Tyrant. 


And, as God has created Man to be Happy, he 


asd impreſb d on him a Continual, and Invincible, 


deſire of Happineſs. We can Love, we can Unite 


our ſelves to nothing, but to real or Apparent Good ; 


when we are betray d into Sin, when we procure 


dur own Death, and Deſtruction; we act in purſuance | 


(tho upon a miſtaken Application) of this Principle, 
tis impoſſible we ſhould do Seien the Love of 


Happineſs is irreſiſtable. 


Now, if God has made Man to be Happy: if he 
has Inſpir'd him with an invincible Deſire after a 


1 State of Happineſs, how ſhall we Reconcile it with 


the Divine wiſdom, and Goodneſs; if ſuch a State, 


can no where be (Gund: Yet ſo it is, that if there 


be no other World, wherein it is attainable, there 


are no Hopes of attaining it in this. 
For this World is nothing, but a'Theater of Miſery 
and Trouble, of Folly and Diſorders, of uncertain 


C hanges, and turns of Fortune; it can neither Af- 


tord us any Solid and Subſtantial Happineſs, nor 
ſecure: the Continuance of it unto us: To ſeek for 


Happineſs here, is to ſeek for ½%e Living among the 


Dead. The de; pth (the whole Extent of the Ma- 
terial World,) Sys it is not in me, the Dre 


Nobleſt, and moſt Extenſive of all the Senſes, 1 
not Jatisf'd weth Seeing, nay the uſe ot it is many 
times -Dangerous; one indiſerèet Look, is enough 


1 Deſtroy irs + Ing; we Gught on ſeveral Occaſions, 


| might Obſerve how untarisfactory the Entertainments 


if we Conſult our Happinets, to ſnut our Eyes, I 


of 


Val 


of a Future fudgment. 


of the other Senſes are, and what Errors and Di ſorders 


they frequently Betray us into, eſpecially, when we in- 


dulge them the moſt; we cannot have a better Autho- 
rity in the caſe, than that of Solomon; he had Rang'd 
all the Fields of ſenſial Pleaſure, and Delight; he had 


Power, and Wealth to Command, whatever he had a 


mind to; and he ſeems to have given himſelf up; to fo 


great Exceſs, with a particular Deſign, that he might 


the greateſt Fortune, could Contribute to the great 
Happineſs of Man. For what can the Man db, ſays he, 
that cometh after the King. Who is ſo: compent a Judge, 


be able to Determin, from his own experimental Kno]. 
ledge, how far the greateſt Luxury, in Conjunction with 


ele: 2, 


43» 


in this Argument, as my ſelf, who by the Splendor, aud 


2 of my Condition, could Command all the 


Delights of the Sons of Men, and with held not my Heart from 


any of them? Let upon a Particular, and Deliberate, 
Review of his Actions, he Writes: at the Foot of the 


Account, Vanity and Vexation of. Spirit. 


But the Supreme Happineſs of Man is that of his 


Supreme and more excellent Nature his Soul. And 
if we enquire, what Advances we can make, towards 
the Perfecton of our Minds, in this Life, ſhall we ſuc- 
ceed much better? To fay nothing of the Deprava- 
tion of our wills, and after what ati imperfect manner, 


our Hearts, and Affections, are united to God, the true, 


the only, the Eternal Source, and Fountain, of Happi- 


neſs: Let us but a little conſider, how ſhort the Com- 


pats, and how many the errors of our Underſtanding 


are; A pile of Graſs, or the Stones, we tread 7 
are ſufficient to Humble, and Confound all the Phi 
phers in the the World; the little Progreſs we can 


to Diſcover our ignorance, and to open to us, a wider 
Proſpect of forreign, and unknown Objects: Now, what 
Light is to the Senſible, the ſame is Knowledge, to the 
intellectual Eye; the Joy atid Refreſliment of it, the 


propper Pabulum, on which it delights ro feed. And 


= 


yet this brighreſt Jewel, and Ornament, ot human Na- 


2 ture 


olo- 


make, in ſeveral parts of uſefull knowledge, ſerves only 


Prov: 1. 


18. 


Bp. Patrick 
in locum. 
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ture, is to rough caſt, ſo difficult to come at, and 1o 
full of Flaws, and imperfections; that the wiſeſt of the 
Heathens, in the opinion of the Oracle frankly confeſs' d, 
he knew nothing; and the wiſeſt of Men, in the Judgment 
of Heaven, has left us this Aphoriſm: That, be which 
i nereaſeth Knowledge, increaſeth Sorrow. Which I cannot Ren- 
der better, than in the Words of a very learned Biſhop 
of our Church? © Though - Knowledge be the moſt excellent 
* of all Earthly goods, being the Ornament of the Mind, 
© which is the beſt part of us, yet this alſo is inſufficient 
© for our Hes, becauſe after it hath coſt a Man in- 


finite pains, (and ſometimes exhauſted his Spirits, and 
e made him Melancholy and Moroſe, may throw him 


** 1nto many Diſeaſes,) to acquire that little wiſdom he 
© can attain , which raiſes alſo more Doubts than it 
* can Reſolve, and meets with troubleſome Oppoſition, 
c from various Opinions, that Claſh againſt it: It can- 
* not but fill him with Indignation, to find Folly gener- 
cc ally more Applauded, than his Wiſdom, and grieve 
* his'very. Soul, to ſee that it is Dangerous for a Man 
* to know, more than his Neighbours, and that he is ſo 
* far, from being able to Remedy, what is amiſs, that 
he is hated if he endeavour it, and rewarded with Re- 
proaches; for his care of the Publick Good. 


And can we imagin God Almighty has deſigned ſuch 
2 World as this, for the fcene of our Happineſs, where- 
in the improvement of qur nobleſt Faculrys, tends only 
to ſhow. us our Defects, and many times to Betray us 


into inconyemences: Has he inſpir d Men, with ſuch an 


Impatient Deſire of Knowledge, in order to put them 
firſt upon tedious and difficult Reſearches after it, and 
when they have gain'd a ſmall Smattering of it, then ta 
expoſe tiꝛeni to ill uſage for their Pains? b it Congruous 
to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God? that he ſhould 
endow. Mankind, with ſa general and invincible inclipa- 
tions, for which he has Provided no ſuitable Entertaiu- 
ment; that he ſhould Excite certain Paſſions in us, only 
with a defign to Deny us the pleaſures of their Gratifi- 
cations, or ſhall we ſuppofe, Man the moſt Nobſc and 
00% et ; e 88 
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excellent part of the viſible Creation 
all other Creatures of Attaining his Eds 
So indeed the Philoſopher thought, and made it an A 
ticle of Impeachment againſt Nature, that wheteas the © © 
had Granted to certain Beaſts, and Birds; whoſe Lie is 
of no great Sigaificancy, a Term of many revolutions of = —  * 
Years, Man has but a Leaſe, of a very ſhort: Duration, 
for the Improvement of his Knowledge, and ahoſc intel? 
lectual Attainments, wherein his Happineſs conſiſts. 
But there is no Difficulty in the Objection, if we Be- 
lieve, that as God has made intelligent Beings; theres”. 
another Life, wherein he has abundantly Provided, agree: 
able Entertainment, for all our inteflectual Powers, atick ?! 
Appetites, which the nobleſt Facultys of human Nature, - 
our Undcrſtanding, and Will, may eternatly Feed; ande 
Center themſelves upon: oe 
This is, What Reaſon, when. we conſult the Idea, f - 
an allwiſe, and good God, Dictates, ard Revelation can!? 
firms to us; for ſo we are told, that whereas we fee only, 
as through a Glaſs darkly, we ſhall then ſee God Face to 
ace, now we know only in part, but then we ſhall know Lim, 
even as we are known Our minds will be unied to him, 
4 1 8 3 . i e ir : 
in perfect Viſion, and be continually Enlightned, wah 
the glorious Communication of the Beauty, aud Perfecti“? 
ons of his Nature: Our figlit and krowledge of Him wil! 
be clear and diſtinct, we Hall / © him, as he is; The mind, 
15 here in a barren Wildernets, wherein there 15 O SH? 
ro quench, or ſatisfy its Thifſt, but then Wwe hall tree pr 
Drink at thoſe Rivers of Pleaſire, which Water che Cite 
of God, and flow for cvermore; then* we fall feed g 
Angels food, the Beams and 1ny1gorations of Divine Tighr © 
and Glory; then we ſhall freely Philofophiſe, and know fe 
all things, worthy to be known, withour the difficaſry ? 
Study, or the datzger of Ertor' this' is What Solomon EN 
gantly repreſents ro us, when he rel lus, of Wiſdom's | 
Killing her Beaſts, and ful niſbing ber Table, aud inviting N 
to Eat of ber Bre1d; aud to D:ink of the Wine ſbe bas ini le; 
and if rhe Qucen of the South, thought the Servaiits\ of 
this Priuce, ſo happy in ſtanding betete ning aud licaring 
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his Wiſdom continually open'd unto us; when we ſhall. 
underſtand all Myſterys, and all Knowledge, and ſee the 
mioſt Perfect and Glorious Objects, in the molt Perfect Man- 
Fro: 9. 6 ner. How ſhall we then cry out with Her, that half of 
zChron: 2 theſe things have not be. u told us, and that they far exceed the 
* Fame and Report we have heard of thens _ 
Theſe are Rewards, worthy of God to beſtow: on thoſe 
who are Prepar'd for them; on thoſe, whom his Goodneſs - 
created to be happy, and whom his Wiſdom has render'd 
= — and inſpir d with ſuch invincible Deſires of 
VT E23 VVV 
he only uſe, I ſhall make of this, is to Repreſent the 
folly of the Atheiſt, who has pride enough, to think him- 
ſelf a Genius of deeper Penetration, than the Beſt, and 
Wiſeſt, and greateſt part of Mankind in all Ages; yet can 
entertain ſo low, ſo narrow, and ſordid an Opinion, of 
his own Soul, as to imagin, (and to value himſe]f upon it,) 
that he ſhall Dye like a Beaſt; that the nobleſt Powers of 
Reaſon, and Underſtanding, were given him only to For- 
rage for the Senſes, and that when the Mechaniſm of bis 
Body 1s broke, they will Evaporate into Air, and leave 
him nothing for ever to turn to, but a Cold, diſmal Bed 
of Duſt, and Darkneſs: A Principle ſo contrary, to one 
of the Prime, and Eſſential inclinations, of Human Nature, 
that were it poſſible, to be aſcertain d of the truth of it, 
one would rhink a Man for his own fake, ſhould be ſorry, 
to make rhe Diſcovery, and that for the ſake of Mankind | 
in General, and our of a Principle of good Nature, and 
good Manners, he ſhould kcep it to hunſelf, . _ 
The deſire of felt Preſervation, and Happineſs, is ſo 
ftrongly 1mplanted in us, that all the other Paſſions of 
cur Nature, are govern'd by it, and take their ply from 
it, and therefore the Philoſophers of Old, made it a 
Queſtion, whether it were better not to Be, or to be 
Miſerable: And ſome of them contended, for an uchappy. 
Being, rather than none at all. Aud perhaps, it may be 
ſtill a Queſton, whether ſome Degrees of Miſery, are 
not more Eligible, than Annibilation. 
Ss that the Atheilt one would think, tho he believe 
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nothing of a God, of a Future State, and the Immortality 
of the Soul, yet ſhould wiſh his Hypotheſis falſe out of a 
greatneſs of Spirit, and Generolity of mind; out of pure 
Reſpect to the Dignity, and Excellency of his own Nature, 
and the Common Intereſt and Happineſs of Mankind. 
In other caſes our Advamage an our Inclinatiou, govern 
our Belief; and the Principles of Religion,want nothing to 
Recommend them to our Reaſon, and Approbation, but 
that we Examin them with a willing mind, and the greateſt 
motives of intereſt in tne World, engage us to do that. 
It muſt be ond indeed, wlule a Man reſolves to Live, 
and Dye, in a ſinfull impenitent State, tis reaſonable e- 
nough for him to wiſh, that there may be no Future Life, 
and this is the only Reaſon, why Men take Refuge in | 
Atheiſim: Tis for this Lucr tius fo much extolls his Maſter Frimum 
Epicurns, that he deliver d Men from the {laviſh fears, ee 
and impreſſions of Religion: But alas! the Errors, and males 
Opinions of Men, do not alter the Nature of things, thoſe tollere 
ſtill remain the ſame, tho we break 4 Thouſand jeſts upon contra Eſt 
them. If there be ſuch a thing as Hell, all our Hopes, 8 1 
and Wiſnes, and fine thoughts, will not Extinguifh the 
Flames of it; and *twil! be but poor Conſolation to a 
Sinner, who ridicules the Torments of the Damn d, to 
find himſelf at laſt Confuted, in the midſt of them. 
In the Ordinary concerns of Human Life, we think it 
more Adviſeable to prevent a Danger, than to Run a 
Hazard; and certainly in an Affair of the laſt importance 
to us, and on which an Eternity of Happineſs ot Miſery 
I depends, it concerns us to be infinitly more Cautious, 
3 even rho we had not thoſe Aſſurances of a Future Judg- 
I ment; which we have, and which will appear yer further, 
from my Third conſideration. | 5 
3. That of the Divine Juſtice. 4 
]juſtice conſiſts, in the equal Diſtribution of Rewards, 
and Puniſhments, according to the Vertues, or Demerits, 
of free Agents: But if there be no Future Account to be 
given of the Actions of Men, how can God be ſaid to 
Reward or Puniſh them accordingly? for as the Scene of 
Affairs is laid in this World, the Scales of Juftice ſeem 
| 9 to 
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to be: many times Hard, Vice rides Triumphant, is 
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no better à Happineſs, worthy of his Goodneſs to call wicked Men, 
_ ro 4. {eyere. Account, for thoſe tucceſsfull Sins, and Vit- 


boratis ; et 2 Has been the Objection of Atheiſtical, and the 
Deus pati: Complaint, ot Pioùs Perſons; in all Ages. 
tur, diſ- „Our Saviour himſelf thought fir, ro Obviate the Dffi- 


ſus; erg up/ but: Order d, that they ſhould be ler alone, and en- 


1 aut in vai. q in Commen, with the Wheat, the benefit of the Sun, 
naa 230d, the, Rain, till the time of Harveſt; plainly imima- 
1 „ Ting to us, that God in the ordinary courſe, of his Pro- 
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tinction, betwixt wicked and good Men; and gur Saviour; 
Aſſigns the Reaſon of it, at the 19 Verſe, left lays he, 92 
Noot up the Wheat, with the Jares; Ie. An end would ſoon 
be put to the whole Race of Mankind, if none but good 
Men, were ſuffer d to Live; Beſides that, there would be 
an end too, of all Vertue, and Merit of Faith, if God 
ſhould 1nterpole, hy a contumed Series of Miracles, to 
deliver Gocd Men, from the Common Accidents, and 
Dangers, and Misfortunes, incident to Human Life; eſpeci- 
ally when he Viſits the World, with publick Calamatys; 
as Peſtilence, Faminc, and the like: Such a continued train 
of Miracles, is Contrary ,; to that wiſe Order of Things 
he has Eſtabliſh'd, and therefore he cauſes, the Clouds to 
Rain, and the Sun to ſhine on the Evil, and on the Good; 
and they indifferently partake, of ths kind Influences, ot 
the Heavens, and the Productions of the Earth; but then 
the time of Harveſt, which our Lord Explains, to be the 
laſt Judgment, is drawing on; when he will make, not 
only a more Viſtble, but a final Diſtinction between 
them; and Etcrnally Seperate them, from each other : 
The Wheat, he will gather into his Barn, but the Chaff, be wii! 
Burn, with unquenchable Fire, {E247 


So that tho we cannot Aſſign, particular Reaſons, 

for many Events of Providence, tor Many ſeeming 
Inequalitys, of the Divine diſpenſations here, Yer, we 

may be aſſur'd, that at the great Day of Retribution, ' 
they will be perfectly clear'd up, and appear every way 

worthy of God, every way Juſt, and Wiſe, and reafon- 
able unto Men, at: % v3 Wits, o 008 np 


Tis for this Reaſon the Apoſtle; calls the Proceſs of 
the laſt Day, the Revelation, of the righteous Judgment of God; 
whereby he tacitly inſinuates, the neceſſity of belicving 
a Future Judgment, in order to a Vindication, of the 
Divine Juſtice; and that we can upon no other Principle 
account for ſeveral Dark, and Myſterious paſſages, of 

God's providence in this World; the promiſcuons Dif- 
tribution, of the Bleſſings, _ Eyits of Life; the impu- 
4199 | YO nity 
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| uy, and proſperity, of the greateſt Sinners, and the 


7% 2roofs and Influence, 


Ss that in all our Reaſonmg, concerning the Ditficulty's * 
of Providential Events, in this Lite; let us with the Pro- 
phet, lay it down as a previous, and immutable Truth, 
Righteous art thea O Lord, when we plead with thee, 


But to conclude this Particular, tho we cannot enter 
into all the Reaſons, and Arcana of that Government, 
which God excerciſes upon Mankind, yet this one Conſi- 
deration, is Sufficient, . to Acquit his juſtice in it; The 
Darkneſs is bis ſecret Place, and bis Pavilion round about 
him, on Dark, Vaters, and Thick Clos, impenetrable to Hu- 


man Eyes, yet Righteouſneſs, and Fudgment, are the Habitation 


Luk 16.8. 


of his Seat. 
2 Procced, to my Second particular, to ſhow: | 


2. That the great Influence, Religion. has upon the 
minds of Men, proceeds from the Belief, of a Future 

i need, not much Inſiſt, upon the Proof of this: If there 
be no Future Life, the Supreme Good, the /grear Eud of 
Man, mult lye in his preſent Happineſs, and Enjoy ment: 
And who can blame Men, for purſuing the Great, and 
Main inteteſt, tho it be ro the Ruin of thoſe, who ſtand 
in their way e is it not every Man's wiſdom, to provide 
for b1mſelt, and to Act, upon one of the. moſt ſtrong; 
and invincible inclinations of Human Nature? This con- 
{1deration, ſeems to give us, the moſt probable account, 
of that Paſſage; where tis faid, the Lord commendell the um- 


juſl Steward, becauſe he had done Miſely; that is, upon ſup- 


poſitioh that Men believe notliing of another Life, which 
likely was the caſe, of the uniuſt Steward; tis reaſonable 


and then I ſee not, why it ſhould not be Commendable 


100, for them to Contult their own ſafety, and advan- 
tage, by all the Ways, and Means, that Couduce to 


— © 


© of Huuure Fudgnent. 


them; Becauſe the Law of ſelf Iutereſt, and Preſervati- 
on, is the Primary, the Soverargn, and moſt inviolable, 
of all others. 1 5 

Accordingly, the Author of the Book of Wiſdom, very 
Naturally Repreſents the Atheiſts in theſe Words, Er- 
couraging one another, to the moſt inhuman Acts of Vio- 
lerice, and Injuſtice. Let us, ſay they, Oppreſs- the poor rigbte- 


ons Mau, let us not ſpare the Widdow, nor Reverence the Anci- 


ent c | 
Fuftice, for that which is feeble, is found to be notbing worth, 
the Senſe of which is, that no Atheiſt can be Bound, by 
any Laws, or Engagements, when he can with ſafety, and 
imputity, Tranſgreſs them, and 'tis his intereſt to do it: 
"The greateſt ſecurity of the Civil Rights, and Intereſt 0 
Men, is an Oath, which yet tis a Contradiction to ſup- 
poſe, that a Man who believes, there is no Tye upon 
Conſcience, ſhould make any Conſcience ot. 
From whence I infer, that a Man who profeſſes, him- 
ſelf an Atheiſt, is no longer fit to live in the World, at 
leſt in Society, and under Government; but ought to he 
thankfull, for a Tol leration, to turn Hermit, and to paſ 
his Days, in a Deſert, or under Ground. 


* And as Viſibly do the Principles of Atheiſin, tend to 

Corrupt our Minds, and open a Door, to all manner of 
Intemperance, and Diforder : For this we have the Aurho- 
rity, of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor: 15, Where upon the moſt 
ſolemn Occaſion, and in one of moſt moving Difcourſes, 
in the whole Bible, he brings in the Epicurean, pertly Ob- 
jecting to him, Lit us Eat and Drink, for to Morrow we Dye, 
le. What is all this Doctrine of the Reſurrection, and 
the preparitary Dutys to it, to thoſe who believe nothing 
of the matter? is it not better to divert ſuch crabbed and 
troubleſome Notions, by Eating, and Drinking, and fol- 
lowing our Pleaſures, and ſeeing our time is fo ſhort, and 
uncertain, to make the beſt nſ, and improvement of it, 
While 'tis in our own 3 ? this is the Language > 


ext gray Hns of the Aged, let our ſtrenzth be the Law of 


eſt ſecurity of the Civil Rights, and Intereſt of 


24 The Proofs and Influence, 
the Atheiſt; in the ſenſe of the Apoſtle, and in the Ex- 
perience of all Mankind, 1 5 


There are but two Pretences, upon which the Atheiſt, 
can lay auy claim, to Morality; The firſt, is from the Na- 
rural tendence, (as we have Obſery'd) that Moral Ver- 
tue has to promote our Happineſs, and well Being here; 

to which I Anſwer, that tho this 15 8 true, yet 
it fails in a great many particular Inſtanges, and in ſuch 
caſes, the Arheiſt is ſo far from having any Engage- 
ment upon him, to Obſerve the Rules, of what we call 

Moral Vertue, that he is Oblig'd upon his own Principles, 

to act in Oppoſition to them: It generally, conduces to 
our Intereſt, our Reputation, and caſe, to live Righteouſſy 
and Soberly; but yet a Man, who only Conſults, his pre- 
ſenr Advantage, in all theſe Reſpects, will find it conyc- 
nient, on certain Occaſions, to alter his Meaſures again: 
| Tis certainly more for the good, of the Community, for 
4 a Man to be Honeſt, and Regular, in his Conduct; but 
| this can have no Influence, upon an Atheiſt, when his 
private Advantage, by an indirect, and criminal Practiſe, 
will more than Compenſate the loſs he ſuſtains, in the 
Publick. | 


So that all the Atheiſt, has to ſay for himſelf, and why 
he ſhould be ſuffer d to Live in Society, is this, that an 
inbred greatneſs of Mind, a ſenſe of Honour, and Genero- 
ſity, will ſecure him from the ill Conſequences, which we 
charge upon his Principles. 0 
Theſe are all fine Terms, and it muſt be own'd the 
Heathen Moraliſts, who abhorr'd Atheiſm, have ſaid 
many things well, upon the credit of them, in order to eu- 
force, the practiſe, of Moral Dutys, They tell us, that 
Sin is the Scandal, and Reproach of Human Nature, 
that we ought not to be Guilty, merely for the fake, 
of it's own Reflection; that Vertue has intrinſick | 
Charms, and Beautys, to recommend it ſelf, to our Choice; | 
and that it is its. own Reward , abſtracting from the | 
Regards, of a Eurure Lyfe, 7 
. 3 . . : : Bur 
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| of a future Fudement | 


But theſe, how Plauſible ſoever, were found. in the 
Tryal, to be but Airy, and Jejune Notions; which, when 
Men were ready to Periſh, with Hunger, or Nakedneſs, at- 


torded them, but ſmall Relief; Nature, on, theſe occaſi- 
ons, was too ſtrong, for a fine thoughr, and a ſenſe of - 
Honour, and greatneſs of Mind, caſily gave way, to the 


craving Appetites of it. eee co OE 


And indeed, in caſes of great, and preſſing Temptati- 
ons, when our Paſſions, are violently Agitated, when our 


Eyes, are filfd with the viſible Glorys of the. World, 
and we are touch'd, with the ſoft allurements to Pleaſare, 
the Names of Vertue, and Vice, of Honour, and Scandal, 
have bur a feeble Opperation; nothing under ſuch Sollici- 


tuations, can protect our innocence, and bring us ſecurely 


oft, but the Powers of the World to come; and. theſe by che 


wy 


_ Grace, of God, will do it. ws 


15161 SOLID C1003 TIDE YE QUIT G03 NI Bas 
Do one had a greater Idea, of Honour, and Generofity 
of Mind, or was a Nobler inſtance of it, than Joſebh ehe 
had a juit ſenſe, of his Obligations to his Maſter; of the 
tavours Confterr'd on him, and the Confidence Repoſed 
in him: He durſt not truſt his Vertue wholly: upon a 


; point of Honour, under a Temptation; he, Was Day 6 by 


Day, importun d with a Temptation, imptegnated by all 
the inſinuating Arts, and Careſſeſs of a Laſcivious Woman, 
his Miſtreſs, and a Perſon of Diſtinction, but he wiſely takes, 
the Conſideration of God into the Account, and chat 
Determins him, in his Noble, and Pious Reſolution-; 
957 lays he, Hall I do this great-Wickedneſs, and din agai n 
9 , 1 11 175 5 TH C 5 * | EY 5 
Beſides that, this innate greatncfs of Mind, which A- 
theiſtical Wits pretend to found their Mortality upon, 


is a Term of great Latitude, and Extent; and is trequent- 


ly made to ſignify, quite contrary”, to its proppers and 
genuin Senſe; which imports, a generous Ditdain of every, 


thing that is mean, and baſc, aud below:the Dignity, of 
Human Nature: But if we look into our Stage pertor- 
mances, Commedys eſpecially; whicly baye rended fo 


4 * — 
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of 4 future Fudgment. 


much to Corrupt; and Debauch the braveſt Naion under 
Heaven, we ſhall there find Honour frequently, vindicated 
in the Principal Characters, underſtood only with Re- 

ſpect, to external Decency, and Reputation. 


A Lady of Honour, engages in a vitious Intrigue; A 
fine Gentlemen, abuſes his Friend, his Patron, and Bene- 
factor, but all the Diſnonour, lyes in the Diſcovery : Nay 
it often Happens, that the offending Partys, go off wit 


3 


y, and Applauſe; and the whole Diſgrace, falls 


UNPUE, , 
IR of We Part LOAN. 


So much has the Stage, which was Originally deſign'd, 
to give Men juſt, and noble Sentiments of Vertue; con- 
tributed to unſettle, the very Notion of it, and confound 
the natural Diſtin&ion, of Good, and Evil: For here it 
is, that the young Fellows, the Flower of the Nobility 
and Gentry, too frequently Modell their Conduct, and 
take the Characters, of what is Honourable, and brave; 
here it is, that they obſerve Vertue and Vice, ſignify little 
or nothing in themſelves, but only in common Opinion; 
which, if they take eare to Govern their Conduct by, the 
are at Liberty, to comply, with all the Popular, and pid 
vailing Vices, of the Age; for that they, who govern 
the Mode, have the fame Power, which Bellarmin af- 
eribes to the Pope, of calling Good Evil, and Evil Good; 
and paſſing it into a Law, when they have done. But 
admitting the Popular Notion, of Honour, were leſs pre- 
earious, and that we were Acted, by a true, and genuin 
Senſe of it, yet in this degenerate Stare of Human Na- 
ture, there is ſo ſtrong a Byaſs, caſt upon our Will, that 
without Regard, to 2 higher Principle, all the Dictates 
6f Reaſon, and Underſtanding, ate not a Sufficient Counter- 
porſe for it: Thoſe who Live in the Hopes, of a Glori- 
dus Immortality, thoſt who Believe the Terrors, of the 
Lord, and a Future State of Puniſhment ; find it hard c- 
tough, to guard their Innocence, againſt the Temptations, 
which Þ frequently occur, in a corrupt World, and 
which Corrupt Nature, ſo powerfully Diſpoſes us _—_—_ 
: 1 * A 2 
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Strength of our Minds, has thought ___ to enforce 
our Duty, by the Propoſal of Rewards, and Puniſhments; 


and thole dite, who, would dikcard the Paſſions, ß 


Hope and Fear, as Servile, and unneceſſary Motives to 
Piety, have done as little ſervice to Religion, as Honour 


to the Wiſdom of God: The Apoſtle, whoſe Zeal, ani 


Charity, were fo flameing, had other Sentiments, This 


(ſays he, ) is the Vidory, that overcometh the World, even our 


: I have in this Diſconrſe, principally con ſider d. the in- 
fluences of a Future Judgment, without RefpeR to che 
Authority of Divine Revelation; but chis opens to us, 


2 ne proſpect, and Difeovers, ſeveral Circumſtances of | 
it; which natural Reaſon, could never have given ns, 
any certain knowledge of: As that the Perfon, who: ſball _ .. 


Judge us, is Jeſus Chriſt; He, who has done, and Suffer d 


ſo much for us Men, and for our Salvation; and ſurely no | 
Judgment is ſoheavyzas that which comes from the Moin, 
of a Saviour, no condemnation, ſo inſupportablc, as thar, 
which is Denounc'd by one, who has: left no Method at” 


kindneſs unatempted, to deliver us fromm it. 


„ K. 1 or f 1 2 | | 3 5 3 [ £ 2 1 LAG 13 5 | 22 12 
The Holy Scriptures further reveal to us, what wass = 


not ſo eaſily made out by the Light of natural Reaſan, 
that theſe frail, and corruptible Bodys, ſhall, at the great 
Day of Retribution, be raiſed to Life again, .a Life im- 
mortal, as the Soul, to which they ſhall be rcunitedt. 


hat the Soul was immortal, the Philoſophers, argu'd 
very well, from the Proppertys, and Opperatians of it; 
which they were never able, and 1 believe no Man ever 
will be, to reconcile with the Idea, of ſeperable extended 
Subſtance, this was a jnſt Reaſon, for them to conclude, 
that the Soul, being a Simple, pure, uncompounded Ef 
fence, was not ſubject to Death, or Diffolution, but that 
after this Life, it Retir'd to tome place of Happineſs, or 


Miſery, according as its Vertues, or it's Vices, Entitled it. 
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anim1na- 
*rura eiler, 


and Tnflu ence, 4 


Gee ende Eanteles) from rde uses this'* Argument, 
mp. Wich Bis Mu Forces and pefipicucy, e. 


EE — nw 
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neg; ba- {> Thoſe/who Repreſent, the Doctrines of the Souls im- 


beret,in ſe mortality, as a mere Heatheniſh 4mvention, ſupported ſtill 
quicung; by Chrifttans; eſpecially, Eccleſiaſticks, upon the fame: 


LS e Ext rol bo do (6 Ih: 
Tn 655 Scandalons motives, it was firſt taken up; theſe Men, Hay, 


ato: di. before thev had udvanc'd, ſuch a bold; and inſolent charge, 


mile non which affects tlie belt, and wiſeſt, of Chriſtians, in alt Ages 3 
pofte eum gyght after another manner at leſt,to/have-Confured thoſe 


1 Arguments, the Heathens themſelves have urg'd, for the 
e immortality of the Soul. Tis not a Breach of Charity, to 
polle inte- ſuppoſec, that Men have no great Devotion, for Revea bd, who 
wire. De endeavour to overthrow, tlie Foundations of naturalReligi- 


Andag in On, Without ſhowing, any Reaſons for it, or ſuch Reaſons, as. 


Taſc > ate worſe than none: For ſo we are told, without any Re- 


- Queſt. an- gard to the Proofs, upon which the Heathens aſſerted, the 


Sarum immortality of the Soul. that rhe Doctrine of it, took its firft 
mula in riſe in Agypt, from the Funeral Rites, of that People, 
terris ori 1 e , e e e i <6, M 
go in ven- Add the care they took, in Preſerving their Dead: So that 
re potett, had it not been, for the Aptian Mummys, that gave 
ren the firſt Hint, to this Notion, it may be a Queſtion, 
an whether all the Wit, and Ingenuity of Men, could, have 
tum atque hit upon it to this Day; tis a wonder, how Men of parts, 


conretum *Tan Banter the World, arid trife ſo ſeriouſly; but *tis more 


Se. iſtrange, that a Principle, founded upon ſuch Reaſons 'as 
could never be Confuted, aud which ſo nearly Concerns, 
every Man, to enquire into the truth of; ſhould: not be 
known in the World, before the A#gyptions found out, the 
fecrer of Embalming, that is for ſome Thouſands of Years. 
Men that would ſcarch umpartially ;- into the Nature, 

and origin of things, would rather have imputed, the 
care, the Ayptains took cf their Dead, as an effect 
f their Believing the Soul immortal, thin, te cauſe of 
Ach à Belief; nay, if there be no Foundation in Nature, 
for tlie belief of tie Souls immortality, it ſeems as Rea ſon- 
able, that the Abt lane, by ſö carefully Preſerving their 
Dead, mould have given Occaſion, for as generat a befief 
-alfo, of the Reſurrection of the Body, And yet the Athe- 


q, 
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885 2 1550 8 were no Strangers to the aer or ps. 2 
of the Ayytians, tho they Mocked 12 5 Fil e ey 
heard 12 BE le IE by the. D © PL „ ſome of 

em under ſo litt a 6 u. meant, they took 
fo or a God : Yer. her the A i e to FE. 
2 Future Jud gment Which uppoles.. the Future Life 
the, Soul, they made no 57 5 of it: Thar: there. is 


Judgment to come, was an Article of their own. Gerd 


their own Conſciences, and che Uniyerfal ſenſe, ind 
Pont Mankind, had already: wand tt 1 in this 
Tincip Co „ TD 

I ſhall now ſpeak. 4 word or two, by ways Sf in inf ferenck⸗ 
and ſo conclude. 

And 1. Either you, do Pale chere is a Judgment to 
come, or you do not? If you do not then that Which 1 
have. ſaid, may: by the Bleſſing of be. Opel, 0 
Convince, you of the Folly, and zone ee of. your 
Infidelity ; in rejecting 5 Principle, ſo. agre eable to the 
natural Notions and Apprehenfions, of kind: 31 
thoſe natural Deſixes, all Men have, after a State of Hay 
pineſs, to our Ideas of the, Divine Ar rihute $; and , laſtly 

5 ſuch h dan gerous £8 qnſeqyence to 1 who, da pop: Je- 

1105 fe it, in i 90h WY ey 80 hope * N 
5 8 evinc'd the 575 off 

But on the other hand, ito ou wr believe, "ther 15 a 
| judgment to come, pray conſider the © Br at and Powe U 

een Yo "are unde 10, a Verigio 5, Ac oh 
Life; al he adyantages of, - Fortune and Wit, cart; 
ing,-and ro oe FIN Men are ſo apt to Vale them- 
ſelves upon here, will at the Great Day of; cunt, do 
us no 1 any fucher, than they have Render d us 
more Inſtrumental, in promoting the e of God, 
and the Intereſt of ] deligiog: Nay; it; our R efurns, be 
not Anſwerable, % our, veral N Rectirs, 7 tis 1 5 = 
God ſhould* prop&ion his unſhments, Reb din Ph the 3. 
Meaſures, of. his Whis'd, and. abus d. Merch sz 1119 UL F 
therefore ſo cndeavo x to improve the time, and the ＋. ale ents 
commirted unto us, that; = God comes 9 for. 2 
Accounts, we may not be a aid, *oraſhanf, "to ile cb E 


ger 5 


iin that our x. Conſcience may 3 no 'negledt, or abuſe. 
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| Ke them, to c hallenge, and reproach us for. 
Let ns ect what manner of Men; we Chriſtians; 
e ought © to be in all godly, Converſation, and | 


. Honeſty,” looking fo A the Coming, ard Appearaiſce 
the Tan 15 Chriſt "whom, 4 e HY if; hath Com- 
mitted alf Ju ent We lans J y, who befides 


the Hee ght of our. own Minds, 1 5 an infallible 
Authotity, a Fire Word of Prophecy, to confirm the 
Truth, ind .cerrainty of a Future Judgment to us. We, 
to whom the Wrath of God it Reveal d, from Heaven, 
againlt all. ungodlinets and unrighreouſneſs of Men, bat 
more particularly, againſt rhoſe, who Hold the Truth, 
in unrighteouſneſs; ſo that it will be no advantage to 
us, to be Members, of the beſt Conſtituted Church, up- 
on Fart, both or the Parity of it's Podrine, the pri. 
mitive | Order, 5. Irs "Government, 2nd the Mate 
Advaticemett o f Piety, without afting Confotmably, to 
the Engagements, theſe' advanzalh es brings us under; 
bow ſhall we eſcape, if we negleck ſo great Salvation * 
If we 1910 againſt ſo an Light, againſt 0 many graci- 
ous, "ant .be bel Fi IVOUTS of Heaven 
2b. If lieve 4 Future Judgment,” ler us not De: 
fer our Fp enten for it; time tuns off apace, and the 
Night comes on, wherein we cannot work, we knew 
not how ſoon Death may 1 1 us, and as that 
avis Jen, Judgment,will: certainly find them. Weare apt 
latter Our ſelyes in a afl | courſe of Life, with 
| che hopes of 4 Repentance in Reverſion'; but there is 
no Sinner, who makes Any Rete tions on "His own Con- 
du: 5 bur Perceives,” the longer he. Defers his Converſion, 
the greater Difficulrys, and 'Temprarions, he has ſtill ta 
conflict withall; Aug eerraitily, Pris the 'greareft impru- 
dence, Men can be Guilty of, 10 deter a Work, -Which of 
all. others is the moſt ES to be done, and; Be? 


1 8 8 not 


. PEI 


, es a futur 4 Fudgment. 8 
. guenter ediatdy- Reform their Corrupt Manners, is 
this, that they find themſelves at preſent, under he 

Power, of ſome vicious Iuclination, or indiſpos'd tg che 
Dutys of Religion; but when that Future time comes 
Which they have Aſſign'd, for their Repentance, the amm 
Reaſons, will Renirr with it: Their vicious Pans. 
will ſtill furniſn them, with the ſame pretences, for x 8 
further Delay; fo that, if there be any good Ground. 
from the Power of a preſent Tenmptation, or our iu- 
dliſpolition to the Dutys of Repentance, why we ſhould 
| ſt} pur it off, we mult lav aſide the thoughts of ever 
Repenting at all; ſome Libertines ſeem to be fo Ape 
prehenſive of this, rhat they Reſolve to give themſelves: 
110 trouble, about their Converſion, till the time at 
. Temptation, as they imagin is over; till they Experience 
in themſclves, the Decays of Nature, and the near Ap- 
proaches of Death; that is, they wi 11 f willing, to Sur- 
render themſelves, when they can hold out, aud main- 
tain their Rebellion, no longer; when they are paſt, 
the ſervice of their Sins, wherein they have ſpent, the 
Flower of Life, they will Sacrifice the Dreggs of Old 
Age, or a few of their laſt Moments, to the ſervice of 


Now this is fo unworthy, ſo provoking an 
abuſe of the Divine Goodneſs, that tho I Will hot poſi- 
. tively determin; whether God after all; may Forgive 
_ » , ſuch Sinners, yet if they have any ſenſe of Ingenuity, ſome 
would think, they ſhould not be able, ro Forgive 
JJ ĩ ͤ0—( CL. 
' ”'T'thall but make one improvement more. of yhat 
haas been ſaid, and 'tis this; that, feezng our Lord, at his 
coming to judge the World does particularly Repreſent 
hi mſelf as Puniſhing, or Rewarding Men, according to 
the good Offices they have Donc, or Omitted to do, 
in Acts of Mercy, and Charity, we ought to be parti- 
cularly carefull, to Pertorm theſe Dutys, to Embrace all 
Opportunitys, of expreſſing our Compatiion, and Bene: 
fcence, of having Mercy upon one another here, that 
God, when he comes to judgment, may. haye Mercy. © 
ON us. AMEN. e 17 A 5 4 > + „e EUR ct 2 
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